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EMF Eastern Region Report
Brussels

25.10.2010

Josef St�edula - OS KOVO President
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Bratislava
13.10.2010
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October 13, 2010October 13, 2010 -- BratislavaBratislava
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EMF Eastern European Region - Bratislava

Clemens Rode Jyrki Raina - IMF
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Last meeting - EMF Eastern Region 
Issues discussed:

� Country reports – representatives of Hungary, 
Slovakia, Poland, Slovenia, Czech Republic

� FES point of view about the development in Central 
and Eastern Europe – Clemens Rode (FES Bratislava)
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� EMF policy – merger with EMFCEF and ETUF-TCL, 
Congress, Think Tank and Congress preparations, 
future development and vision

� IMF policy – IMF/ICEM/ITGLWF merger, Trade 
Union Networks in Transnational Companies, future 
development in IMF Eastern region

� Others
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Annual inflation in 9/2010 – 9,6% EU 27
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In September 2010, the lowest annual rates were observed in Ireland (-
1.0%), Latvia (0.3%) and Slovakia (1.1%), and the h ighest in Romania 
(7.7%), Greece (5.7%) and Estonia (3.8%). Compared with August 
2010, annual inflation rose in twenty Member States , remained 
stable in four and fell in three. 
The lowest 12-month averages up to September 2010 were registered in 
Ireland (-2.1%), Latvia (-1.9%) and Slovakia (0.4%)  and the highest in 
Romania (5.2%), Hungary (4.9%) and Greece (3.9%). 
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Unemployment Rate EU 27 8/2010
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Total governmental debt in the year 2009 (as % of G DP)

Hungary

Poland

Slovenia
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Slovenia

Czech 
rep.

Slovakia
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Wage level

Average gross monthly wage in EU-5 and in Bulgaria a nd 
Romania in relation to Austria, year 2008

Wages in exchange rate
Wages in purchasing power 
parity
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Source: Ro� enka konkurenceschopnosti � R
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Wage level

Work productivity and unit labour costs in EU-5 and  in 
Bulgaria and Romania, year 2008

(EU-27 = 100)
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Source: Ro� enka konkurenceschopnosti � R



O
   

   
D

   
   

B
   

   
O

   
   

R
   

   
O

   
   

V
   

   
Ý

   
   

   
   

 S
   

   
V

   
   

A
   

   
Z

   
   

   
   

 K
   

   
O

   
   

V
   

   
O

Situation in Slovenia

Aggregate 2009 2010 2011 2012

GDP (index) 91,9 100,9 102,5 103,1
Real gross wage increase 
Private sector
Public sector

2,5
0,9
5,6

1,6
2,4
-1,3

0,2
1,1,
-1,9

1,3
1,8
0,3

Average employment in (thu) 86,4 100,5 103,3 99,4
National unemployment rate (%) 9,1 10,7 11,0 10,6
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National unemployment rate (%)
ILO unemployment rate (%)

9,1
5,9

10,7
7,2

11,0
7,1

10,6
6,9

Inflation (December / December) in 
%
Average yearly inflation in %

1,8
0,9

2,8
2,1

2,2
2,7

2,3
2,2

Gross wage in July 2010 = 1.480,69 €
Net wage in July 2010 = 960,14 €
Minimum gross wage = 734,15 €
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Situation in Slovenia 
employment

2010 % nominal % real Nominal 
in €

Together in economy 595.702 4,3 3,2 60
industry 153.727 9,0 7,9 102

Metal industry 7.414 15,2 14,1 164
Production of metal goods  21.145 9,3 8,2 101

Production of machinery 12.096 9,7 8,6 113
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•Production of computers, 
optical and electrtical 
equipment

24.470 10,0 8,9 108

Car production
12.553 7,2 6,2 84

jewelry 236 15,4 14,3 165

services
3.799 1,7 0,6 25

Together all three collective 
agreements

81.713 9,5 8,4 107
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Situation in Hungary

� People decided not to support the social-democratic 
government; Hungarian political world changed completely

� Political mistakes of the government, exchange rate of 
Forint worsened 

� Government refused the Tripartite
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� Government refused the Tripartite

� Problems with family debts/credits – family bankruptcies, 
sales of houses and flats 

� Year 2010 was successful – new investments and jobs in 
GM/Opel (2500-3000 jobs), Audi (4000 - 6000 

jobs), Mercedes (2500)
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Situation in Hungary

� Recently strike in company Ganz -Rock – more than 
half year non paid wages, employees are occupying the 
company 

� Cooperation of trade unions in Hungary, no competition. 
Trade union organization in company Mercedes created at 
green field before opening of the company 
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green field before opening of the company 

� Two different TU organizations exists in Audi –
metalworkers and independent. IGM help. Now 
agreement about TU cooperation exists. Agreement will be 
renewed next year. 
Representation also in Supervisory board.
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Situation in Hungary - Exchange rate
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Situation in Slovak Republic

� Change of Labour Code

� Introduction of new flexible forms of employment

� Solving of the relation between work councils and t rade unions, 
reducing of the trade unions privileges

� More dynamic labour market and deregulation of agen cy work

New government and uNew government and uppcoming changescoming changes
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� Abolishment of the possibility to extend the sector al collective 
agreements

� Reform of payroll taxes

� Introducing of super gross salary & payments bonus

� Introducing of valorizations system to regulate the pensions

� Changes of the tax system
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Situation in Slovak Republic

Salutary package deal of the new governmentSalutary package deal of the new government

� Increase of GDP from 19% to 20%

� increase of the energy prices of 20%

� increase of the taxes  for beer (of 48%) & cigarette s (of 51%)

� Cancellation of the tax relief on petrol for the fa rmers
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� Cancellation of the tax relief on petrol for the fa rmers

� Employee will pay the payroll tax from all incomes 

� Increase of the costs for employers of the obligato ry social 
benefits (Social found) of 35,2 %

� Decrease of the net salary of the employees of 13,4 %

� Increase of the estate duty of more than 30 %.
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Situation in Slovak Republic

DEMONSTRATIONS: 01. 10. 2010 - KOŠICE
08. 10. 2010 - �ILINA
12. 10. 2010 - BRATISLAVA

Salutary package deal  Salutary package deal  -- OZ KOVO activitiesOZ KOVO activities
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ANOTATING OF THE PROPOSED LAWS

Social – legislative committee of the TU
Confederation
Economical committee of the TU Confederation

TRIPARTITE BODY
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Situation in Slovak Republic
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Situation in Slovak Republic - Forecast

Index in %Index in % 20082008 20092009 20102010 20112011 20122012 20132013

GDP GDP –– real growthreal growth 6,26,2 --4,74,7 2,82,8 3,33,3 4,54,5 4,64,6

Average salary Average salary –– nominal nominal 
growthgrowth 8,18,1 3,03,0 1,61,6 4,64,6 6,36,3 6,76,7

Average salary Average salary –– real growthreal growth 3,33,3 1,41,4 --0,50,5 0,90,9 2,32,3 2,52,5
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Average salary Average salary –– real growthreal growth 3,33,3 1,41,4 --0,50,5 0,90,9 2,32,3 2,52,5

Average unemployment rateAverage unemployment rate 9,99,9 12,112,1 12,912,9 12,312,3 11,711,7 10,710,7

Employment growthEmployment growth 3,23,2 --2,52,5 --1,51,5 0,50,5 1,11,1 1,31,3

Inflation (CPI)Inflation (CPI) 4,64,6 1,61,6 2,12,1 3,73,7 3,93,9 4,14,1

Export Export 3,23,2 --16,016,0 4,64,6 7,57,5 8,68,6 8,88,8

Investment real growthInvestment real growth 1,81,8 --10,710,7 6,36,3 3,53,5 4,44,4 3,33,3
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Situation in Poland

� Change of the Solidarnosc President.

� A.Ditmer remains the chairman of the Solidarnosc 
Metallurgical section and the vice-president. He remains 
responsible for international issues. 

� Minister of Finances proposes the increase of GDP, 
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� Minister of Finances proposes the increase of GDP, 
limitation of social support, increase of pension age.

� Social dialogue – two weeks ago the employers and 
trade unions agreed in the Tripartite the min. wage at the 
level of 1400 PLZ. Average wage is ca 1000 EUR 
(more than 4000 PLZ).

� Implementation of anti-crisis measures took so long 
that they had no effect
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Situation in Poland 

� Political situation become more complicated after the 
Smolensk tragedy. Probable impact on communal 
elections in near future.

� Poland will be next year the EU presidency country.
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� Cooperation between OPZZ and Solidarnosc is 
deepening.

� Many social protests organized.

� Many jobs were destroyed.
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Situation in Czech Republic - GDP 
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Situation in Czech Republic – Inflation (5.8.2010) 
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Industrial Production 8-2010 (year-year)
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Source: SPaD � R
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Delphi Packard Electric � eská Lípa

Successful fight of the OS KOVO Company TU Successful fight of the OS KOVO Company TU 
Organization to get higher severance payments for Organization to get higher severance payments for 
Delphi employees. Company will be closed down at the Delphi employees. Company will be closed down at the 
end of May 2011. 1400 employees will loose their jobs.end of May 2011. 1400 employees will loose their jobs.
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Demonstration  of Public Sector Trade Unions 
September 21, 2010
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Zdroj: www.cmkos.cz
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ETUC Demonstration - September 29, 2010
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Source: www.cmkos.cz; www.emf-fem.org



O
   

   
D

   
   

B
   

   
O

   
   

R
   

   
O

   
   

V
   

   
Ý

   
   

   
   

 S
   

   
V

   
   

A
   

   
Z

   
   

   
   

 K
   

   
O

   
   

V
   

   
O

STEM Public Opinion Polls

Press information form STEM public opinion polls 
TRENDY 09/2010
Published 30. 9. 2010

More than a half of the Czechs trusts trade unions,  which is 
the highest percentage in last six years
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Z d r o j : www.stem.cz
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